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SMITHS STATION, Ala. (WRBL) – The sirens of a lifesaving service have gone silent in parts of

east Alabama. Smiths Station Volunteer Fire and Rescue is no longer running its ambulance in
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the community. E�ective February 5, 2022, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue “SSFR” suspended

ambulance transport operations indefinitely. This reduction in services directly results from a

severe sta�ing and funding shortage exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic.

“As a result, we have struggled to find enough personnel to sta� our ambulance on a 24/7

basis for a number of months,” said SSFR Chief Deputy, Daniel Sexton.

The news is upsetting for resident David Cox, who is still alive because of the ambulance

service at SSFR.

“In April of 2020, I did have a heart attack and fell down dead. I was dead. They came in and

revived me. They carried me outside and put a defibrillator on me, and brought me back. My

doctor told me if it had not been such a quick response, I had a ʻwidow makerʼ thatʼs what

they called it, I would not have made it,” said Cox.

Cox isnʼt alone. Since Smiths Station Fire and Rescue began running an ambulance in

February of 2018, theyʼve responded to hundreds of emergencies.

“In the last four years, we have transported about 900 patents to hospitals. So, certainly for

some of these people, the outcomes were improved, and they lived because we were able to

take them to the hospital,” said SSFR Chief Deputy Daniel Sexton. “We all want to help people,

and it makes us sad when we canʼt provide the level of care we want to.”
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“We are extremely disappointed that it has become necessary to suspend our emergency

transport capabilities, we started our ambulance service to fill a need and save lives, and we

have saved many lives. However, unfortunately, without additional funding and sta�, we

cannot continue operations at this time. It is our sincere hope to restart as soon as possible,”

said Joe Walden, SSFR Fire Chief.

Smiths Station Fire and Rescue is sta�ed by around twenty volunteer firefighters who donʼt

get paid. The paramedics did. However, Smiths Stationʼs $16 per capita flat Fire Fee

established in 2012 canʼt compete in a nationwide paramedic shortage already problematic

before COVID-19. So now, on top of the fuel, maintenance, and medical supply costs inflating,

SSFR is trying to compete with other ambulance services that pay more and o�er bonuses,

insurance, and other benefits.

“Smiths Stationʼs budget is around $16 per capita budget. Phenix City has a budget of around

$155 per capita, and Opelika is $234 per capita. We have been paying medics $15 an hour; you

can make $18, all the way up to $20 at neighboring agencies. Plus, some of the private

ambulance services are o�ering $10,000 signing bonuses, and we canʼt compete with that.

They also o�er insurance, retirement. We canʼt pay for that,” said Sexton.

While the federal government has sent billions of COVID relief dollars to hospitals and local

governments, very little has filtered down to Fire & EMS.

“Itʼs very frustrating to watch the news or read the newspaper and see how literally millions of

dollars are being allocated by the government to all kinds of projects that do are not directly

covid related, while front line first responders -the ones answering 911 calls- are struggling to

survive financially,” said SSFR Board Chairman Felton Atkinson.

SSFR is working closely with EAMC ETS (the other ambulance service in Lee County) to

minimize the impact this reduction will cause.

“ETS has been incredibly supportive and will do everything possible to help our community.

SSFR will also continue to hold a ALS non-transport license to o�er as many lifesaving services

to citizens as possible. Make no mistake this reduction in emergency ambulance transport

service is a devastating blow to our community and all involved,” said Sexton.
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Smiths Station Fire & Rescue hopes to develop and submit a plan to the Lee County

Commission very soon to help achieve the additional funding needed. They will share that

plan as quickly as possible and host community meetings to engage families and get their

input.

“The biggest thing citizens can do to help us right now is call elected o�icials in the county

and the city and say we need to have this ambulance here. We value the fire department, and

we support finding alternative means of funding for them,” said Sexton.

Smiths Station Mayor Bubba Copeland says while the city of Smiths Station and Smiths

Station Fire Department is not a�iliated with one another, heʼs committed to helping.

” Itʼs unfortunate and the city is willing to help in any way to help the Smiths Station Fire

Department find any revenue streams to aid in re-commission the ambulance portion,” said

Copeland.

David Cox knows the issue is life and death. SSFR, the paramedics, and the ambulance gave

him his life back.

“Please keep the ambulance running. They save lives. Find the funding because they save

lives,” said Cox.
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Everyone at SSFR wants to help people, save lives, and protect the community. However, they

canʼt do it without appropriate funding. Concerned citizens founded Smiths Station Fire &

Rescue in 1966. It covers approximately 72 square miles, 35,000 citizens, and answers over

2,000 emergency calls each year both inside and outside the city limits of Smiths Station. As

the greater Smiths Station area continues to grow at a rapid pace, they expect to see rapid

growth in calls for emergency assistance.
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10/13/22, 8:50 PM Smiths Station Fire and Rescue suspends ambulance, needs community support to revive service | WRBL

https://www.wrbl.com/news/smiths-station-fire-and-rescue-suspends-ambulance-needs-community-support-to-revive-service/ 14/14

Privacy Policy Terms Of Use

Covers Do Not Sell My Personal Information

FCC Applications Public File Assistance Contact

The Hill

NewsNation BestReviews

Content Licensing Nexstar Digital

Journalistic Integrity

© 1998 - 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. | All Rights Reserved.

Custom Car Magn…

1 for $23

Mailer Boxes

1 for $25

Bumper Stickers

1 for $4.28

Glossy Business C…

100 for $18

Sport-Tek® Flexfit®…

1 for $37.86

Custom Die Cut S…

25 for $28

Recycled Matte Bu…

100 for $25

✕

https://www.nexstar.tv/privacy-policy/
https://www.nexstar.tv/terms-of-use/
https://www.covers.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/fcc-applications/
https://www.wrbl.com/contact-us
https://www.thehill.com/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/
https://www.bestreviews.com/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/licensing-nexstars-local-and-national-television-news-footage/
https://www.nexstardigital.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/corporate-social-responsibility/journalistic-integrity/
https://www.nexstar.tv/
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=7KI8Cwcw_zDY6slUs4vqIny0LXKF9UyDd50KOZeNGqF4J-rdiTdnx1oA-ORTpon86xCMGwuwrVr7336OKRZJpCwamC-O4frz4bz6ePfkng83l1fvNIwjVCB5OOAAZqpt_xm9sdz2DJnF8uEND5uhB0nj4bGTZvuwQe7QsM-ClRMyyRB0MeJ49Jc7Oc9grCy7t94gn6XpLEL8Cp3rz_7a8-OUewJdKAH9GgQxWpME_bC45xlKPVmgq0zaLcG5OIccuOJtdgQx935VYXT9J59_41p-CyRCSDlq9B8jM_Qjp9TS-meFUMZXik0uKJQuXJBfAusH96sFY_i4WOGxem3pWL1w_UVosFIuG-liAkHJP6QraXGh1524sER4OlYnFIp5Upe058NmmOCE2FcMdzwo9VabU_e_1xPOQ4yJGnDQwIhlln6AfakiElvBTKlD8BcAlufntdWMxaWmNO6dTMHmFMgoKwIYCGqU95NBGjARFRsbk9jQhniqnn-RYO5HCrdgg0Dxbg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fsigns-posters%2Fcar-door-magnets%3Fqty%3D1%26Size%3D8.7%2522%2520x%252011.5%2522%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=zXB4Zgcw_zDY6slUs4vqIny0LXKF9UyDd50KOZeNGqF4J-rdiTdnx1oA-ORTpon86xCMGwuwrVr7336OKRZJpCwamC-O4frz4bz6ePfkng83l1fvNIwjVCB5OOAAZqpt_xm9sdz2DJnF8uEND5uhB0nj4bHeAgxjQpRWLkhnA8d9OmDrG6XxKPZ47M5huGi9tlb_06mkw_fJfaKJfG0pCLztyLURA4vnJXzk2i-3khItRQEzTitT3fZTEyUOYHXmVsVTaYAildgYMav8Mbjhdeqag_0n1UIsxB3Qo3cucPatAeKy7Q3trVLycfepXEQIVoVnWON3Qd99pY_ikLm3PMRbCLqzkszClxPL0OnZtraF8gAOTQiz7Lwyud9n5yu5g8Lh-9Ib0CTTtJr-RRc3F4F1rSijOk9HfjPb0mL2z9b0qKJz5F1jVqp0FjcMCjEZJlrJBc-3Lahqm0MmVn7GfQNmPy7mPszMJovnFeS6_dcFX1NvGXOd5vyvvIPc66SCm2a5Jg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fpackaging%2Fcardboard-packaging%2Fmailer-boxes%3Fqty%3D1%26PrintColor%3D4%252F0%2520-%2520CMYK%26Size%3D9%2522%2520x%25206%2522%2520x%25204%2522%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=GIU-UAcw_zDY6slUs4vqIny0LXKF9UyDd50KOZeNGqF4J-rdiTdnx1oA-ORTpon86xCMGwuwrVr7336OKRZJpCwamC-O4frz4bz6ePfkng83l1fvNIwjVCB5OOAAZqpt_xm9sdz2DJnF8uEND5uhB0nj4bFERV3KI1qKqFOuzakx7fmIJFlBKqWqVn98r8dDkNcRZ3tH4Eeis88le0vs_2x5WnhK7fILs1JaWJeZX_gT20IBWZzuYM5cxKJgv83jEsA1xVnPst-duAFx2UkIaSzPoRyLiU7Qj8UxTjDFeJm3SqltXqORQWfnNJtxKKg-YZBL6KsLesJyFDHaSpN7uPnIrH7OTnBRMVtADe_I7-IbS5DA5O3sYuA3DT_blLqZKJ28eG7qE8MAYB-1Q4ynGJTZ_bPFoOZT_E3d7989GGK4Kxxwl3Yf_JxPdets850tL0LPndItIM6hjS96LB2NRcDRoPcFZGpNwKcoCX3xUi1enrlyY6-laXu569J-AYMOpvhXiQ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fsigns-posters%2Fbumper-stickers%3Fqty%3D1%26Shape%3DOval%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=QGm1Wwcw_zDY6slUs4vqIny0LXKF9UyDd50KOZeNGqF4J-rdiTdnx1oA-ORTpon86xCMGwuwrVr7336OKRZJpCwamC-O4frz4bz6ePfkng83l1fvNIwjVCB5OOAAZqpt_xm9sdz2DJnF8uEND5uhB0nj4bGmJCRHUfGiLu-cHfn9aeVwSh8wtO-wm6_nBDcZ1qg7T7DxCmcZyxlaDrr9iPmdsh5HOIIi55sdgGQTXfjsBiIGwtH4hU3sfiFGKlN3oNZzgbwtywquLlAm_onb9ebfbxf9Hvctm7miH3pih4UtuWUA0EyOcIEbeYSG-jmSkXcI_58N-cEd5cY5Ejru6gHxMlSGPzXA-DbcZhDVbnmo2n4kKskseW3JsahSJtbfsV0WYBaRoy-Fvt2LA2KUYwO4Q_HapDZ6fB1JBYP5rV0a-cr1xBZtG7K63VsrttXeFdQc8NJr_tqo_aM5zyuP1sGsQb6Xev6_WHeL3XwsCOCwejtz64qc_qMIiIBaOuZgzov8cg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fbusiness-cards%2Fglossy%3Fqty%3D100%26Corners%3DStandard%2520Corners%26Shape%3DStandard%26Thickness%3DStandard%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Ls3bEwcw_zDY6slUs4vqIny0LXKF9UyDd50KOZeNGqF4J-rdiTdnx1oA-ORTpon86xCMGwuwrVr7336OKRZJpCwamC-O4frz4bz6ePfkng83l1fvNIwjVCB5OOAAZqpt_xm9sdz2DJnF8uEND5uhB0nj4bEK14nrDjDQQfdfC-VPWwKfnR6bbBoT1iWj2LlIU-uEm6eBRthc95_uOyMHaME4OP1BGp0WJeM4Elzgx_2tkKX21_GDENwm-jujh1bEGmKvTAk1ltIqmWe_0mZYOUACnCuPDpofFImfN5bMVH4e6ZuFkY7y_4VmfJYjTMvaPCoUlslvRoG5B-6_9Kn69eW3ynWrkP78VhPdO_cEVojVut-U55DSTVGbG0b9ymqy7JSHum-rzpsoxf1ZlFs4nzqgyzSzX4_lf0XLtG5bQ4-VO5wKQnTmYmfgFYZSISkGMRurvuHGTiB1zXzcCXhNJqQnzPv5Ej_f8x7xQ8uQSsHKJEqtUd69gU4TcTD6Za052LPszw&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fclothing-bags%2Fhats%2Fcaps%2Fsport-tek-r-flexfit-r-performance-colorblock-cap%3Fqty%3D1%26Size%3DL%252FXL%26Substrate%2520Color%3D%25231d1d1d%252F%2523fdc248%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=EgciYAcw_zDY6slUs4vqIny0LXKF9UyDd50KOZeNGqF4J-rdiTdnx1oA-ORTpon86xCMGwuwrVr7336OKRZJpCwamC-O4frz4bz6ePfkng83l1fvNIwjVCB5OOAAZqpt_xm9sdz2DJnF8uEND5uhB0nj4bHvc0R-qqowWJUpzQ4nhDgBEk6m-EiP-EOjKKvNv2YkYg6clRUgVeAVnx6ITTTSv9TNxn-4HW8VPkA1jhaNsfa0l-mhjwgsVYAFZqGw90HwF5NqbhIzvwvxmU1WI5v7K16-6TlSi9juRcOv9T_XMOTZDLRcZW6ZfPtZbOWsU_YW3Sre9sTMHThVSYFLvrxMI6MGAwb9pTzJcX5w4uv4dmF3e58clWh7sjyhoVlCWJ7C22Zya5344ZhwS-v6s81cenkjVDlT_fZaa85PMSSEdyFniysJX-_rSA37ox4fHWFuVZRDwmpLkPz-FxmyN2FbXhNUcX0XCQ4jpLgx3mC-oLEBDabfzS92BU6RTfhpjdUCRQ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Flabels-stickers%2Fcustom-stickers%2Fdie-cut-sticker-singles%3Fqty%3D25%26Size%3D2%2522x2%2522%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=pmxxHAcw_zDY6slUs4vqIny0LXKF9UyDd50KOZeNGqF4J-rdiTdnx1oA-ORTpon86xCMGwuwrVr7336OKRZJpCwamC-O4frz4bz6ePfkng83l1fvNIwjVCB5OOAAZqpt_xm9sdz2DJnF8uEND5uhB0nj4bEe44x_u6zKZibrlbpcXbajtBVzot1txYOOKC4Pk5d0o3sVx_B7GOUmN_d9DnIrRWPVMH7KVfiX7d3Gz_HYUJX5ekc9eSAaY6Cnc4syX40oroOGMcdYdjkpTwM2QcCQylha6kGwcMVeA8baiuprVDV7M2p7-rWUIiHbG0GS5TztPyHSwocOXhSMDKn3WcS0JlFCakU2Oc4ASmF7cRCznIDVoQP8W1RzCDIUotyeO2Zp8wvzS80BiqnPzYX_ENxIUzCzUjy7EtFFMEiqC68EvG1dUvZXmr0t1Y51ymqravfpzMJYEPKW318_2PhhfbyUdHuyVmdbkc2IoHkZuqlNhTf1QgsEax0dmu-vpOC9LmePlg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fbusiness-cards%2Frecycled-matte%3Fqty%3D100%26Corners%3DStandard%2520Corners%26Shape%3DStandard%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=kQO9zN4Q9C5ANqL7xzLtJuWkld0VLQryvM3gG4nQBSpbMYegWYB5Ajxhiz5B6T7Ef9QJC5EoeomX-0ywEelSRxRo-4YdcPkleMjlE7yuSYZNTioegXAVzKONp78xsLj8KK6ZwAYuFZxY_5oaZBsRIoFhtazyLI1H3VYNiFf7duBCcdEf

